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ARTE 200:  Studio Foundations for Art and Design Educators
(Art Education Portfolio Preparation) Spring 2014
Art and Design Education TC \l1 "
 TC \l1 "
Instructor: Alyson Pouls, ABD



Office: Doctoral Suite in 207  TC \l1 "
E-Mail: apouls1@niu.edu



Office Hours: By appointment
Time: M/W 11:00AM-1:45PM



Phone: 312-898-9550
Location: VAB 207





Course Description from Undergraduate Catalogue:

This course explores a variety of studio media and focuses upon the development of studio skills necessary for successful teaching of K-12 art and design. Assignments progressively define and articulate art skills in connection with interdisciplinary concepts and studio skills that are the basis of good studio pedagogy, such as historical and contemporary contexts for the visual arts, composition as a method of communication, and applications of color theory. Lectures, assignments, critiques, and discussions investigate specific visual problems with various creative solutions. This workshop-formatted course is for art and design education pre-service teachers to develop quality work for admission portfolio review.

Undergraduate PRQ: ART 100, 103; Graduate PRQ: Consent of school
Course Goals:

This course is to:

1. Provide a holistic view of studio production by surveying visual terminology, content, form, function, objective, style, inquiry and critical assessment.
2. Integrate concepts and skills in studio foundations for meeting art and design education professional goals.
3. Promote organizational and analytical skills necessary for developing professional art portfolios.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Students will:

1. Effectively establish studio practices that emphasize applied interdisciplinary connections as a foundation of good studio pedagogy and practice.
2. Participate in discussion and analysis of artistic expression in order to recognize and

understand the meaningful role that art plays in society.
3. Develop and demonstrate comprehension and use of techniques and processes for representing visual space, figures, and objects in two dimensions and explore a range of media and methods to solve visual problems.
4. Effectively employ materials appropriate to K-12 school settings to demonstrate personal artistic expression and growth.
5. Critically evaluate and fluently discuss peers’ artwork and compile a body of artwork that meets art and design education portfolio review standards.
Course Structure:

The studio experience in this course is interactive. As concepts are presented, projects will be assigned to provide opportunities to visually express an understanding of art and design studio tasks and terminology. Through the use of text and visual images, students will explore artistic expression in its various forms:  What is art and why do artists create it?  How does one make personal connections with art and develop the necessary skills to express that connection?  Areas covered will include: media techniques and processes, visual qualities (elements and principles) of design, criteria and processes of critique, social functions of art, ways that culture and aesthetics shape artistic content and response, and translation of art skills and concepts for K-12 art education.
This interactive mode functions best when all members of the class participate and share their ideas. There is a definite benefit to evaluating projects in progress to ensure successful visual solutions. Individuals are expected to be present at all studio sessions.  The course includes formative and summative small and large group critiques. Some critiques take place before the completion deadline to facilitate final changes to student works. Homework is assigned to aid in learning media techniques and processes.  Students are expected to work on assignments at least six hours a week outside of class. 
Appropriate and thoughtful use of academic language is an essential part of this course and is a requirement of all aspiring art teachers.  You will be required to learn, write, and discuss aspects of art and art education using precise and appropriate academic language.  We will use the glossary in your Barrett textbook as a basis for this vocabulary.  Two quizzes and written critiques in your workbook will aid you in learning and using the terminology appropriately and fluently.

Textbooks
Required:

Barrett, T. (2011). Making art: Form and meaning. New York: McGraw-Hill

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty cannot be tolerated. For increasing your

awareness of the issues and offering strategies to protect yourself from academic

dishonesty situations, you are required to take the Online Tutorial on Academic Integrity

http://www.niu.edu/ai/students/ and include the Certificate of Completion in your artist

workbook.
Assessment Policies and Procedures:

The following details the general meaning of each letter grade for all graded components of the course:

A:  An excellent individual performance.  Projects are met with an extraordinary answer to the problem presented.  The student takes responsibility for their learning and challenges their own skills and ideas at a high level, demonstrating the attitude, creativity, and momentum of a working artist.  Great care in craftsmanship and thoughtful visual risk are employed.  Participation in discussion and critiques show active evidence of support of fellow classmates.  Use of vocabulary in written and verbal form demonstrates excellent understanding and fluent use of academic language.
B: An above average performance by the student.  Projects are met with a solid answer to the problem presented.  The student takes responsibility for their learning and challenges their own skills and ideas at a good level.  The student strives for personal excellence and skill development and shows care in craftsmanship and risk.  Projects are completed creatively, absences are minimal, and the student participates in class discussion and critique. Academic language is used to describe and critique artwork at a good level.
C: An average performance by the student.  Projects are met with an acceptable answer to the problem presented.  The student challenges their skills and ideas to some extent.  The student strives for skill development and shows some care in craftsmanship and risk.  Assignments are completed and on time. Awareness of academic language use is minimal.
D: The student is attending class yet participation in the learning process is not exhibited. Work is not submitted, incomplete or late.  Absences are high and/or participation is not constructive.  Academic language use is rare and/or inappropriately used to discuss and critique work.
F: Failure to show comprehension of skills, objectives and language offered in this class.  Assignments are not submitted, incomplete, or late.  An inexcusable amount of absences exist and/or participation is not evident.  Use of academic language is absent.

Grading Scale: 20-18.0 =A,     17.9-16.0 =B,       15.9-14.0 =C,         13.9-11.0 =D,         10.9 and below =F

Grades are given on an individual basis.  They are not given on a class curve.  You are to consider yourself a part of the entire art student population here at NIU.
Three individual rubrics will be provided.  One rubric will be used to assess your assigned artwork. A second rubric will be used to assess your technique demonstrations and a third for your workbook.  Your technique demonstration, workbook quality, and dimensions described below will combine to measure your participation grade. 

For example, assigned artwork will be graded on a 20-point scale, using a rubric provided for assessment.  Artwork will be reviewed based on the following parameters, further explained in the rubric used for project grading: 

20-point scale:

5 points conceptual complexity





5 points skillful craftsmanship







5 points compositional functionality








5 points creativity and risk
GRADING POLICY:
	20%
30%
50%
	Quizzes
Participation and professionalism: includes critiques, technique demonstration, exhibiting teaching dispositions, use of appropriate vocabulary, timely arrival to class, development of artist workbook
Artwork, including development of theme
COMMUNICATION: Using your NIU E-Mail account and Blackboard is a must.  Throughout the course we will be putting assignments, references and inspiration on Blackboard.  The university is now paperless, so look for announcements though e-mail.  Go to the NIU home page and logon in with your Z-number and password.  For the helpdesk call: 815-753-810

	
	


Learning Guidelines:

This course is designed as a studio seminar. Attendance and thoughtful participation are extremely important.  The course is to encourage pre-service art and design educators to develop critical thought and visual and textual communication vital to success at the university and beyond.  No incompletes will be given for this course except in the case of extreme circumstances.  
Attendance: Excessive absences will obviously affect the quality of your work. It is impossible to make up for the planned and spontaneous information experienced in class.  Your consistent presence, not only in body but also in motivated and industrious learning behavior, will significantly impact your grade. If you miss a class, you are responsible for class material and the assignment.  All absences, whether excused or not, will count toward your grade.  Three late arrivals will count as a class absence.  After three absences your grade will automatically be lowered one full grade. Except for extreme circumstances, six absences constitute an F for this class.

Class studio work will be collected and assessed.  You must keep all artwork created for your final portfolio review using fixative and separator sheets to store the work in pristine condition for final reviews. The format for the portfolio will be explained in handout form with detailed directions. Students will be responsible for the safe keeping of their portfolios.  If you choose to do a piece over or make improvements your grade may be elevated.  Your best work selected from this course and other courses will be assembled in your portfolio.
Assignments are to be completed on time.  Each day the project is late the grade will be lowered five points.  If you feel the piece is incomplete, or questionable, bring it to class for critique anyway.  This class will provide a venue for discussion and your fellow students are there for input and guidance.  At the time of the critique you will receive a grade.  You have one week to implement improvements based on the information given in the critique and you may improve the grade. If you know you are going to be absent make arrangements to hand in the work ahead. 

Progress assessments will take place during individual conferences.  If you have any questions about how you are doing please do not hesitate to ask.

Your success is of the utmost importance to us.  If you have a disability or if you have an other 

situation that may impact on your work in this class, and for which you may require different accommodations, please let us know early in the semester. It is possible to adapt to a variety of learning differences.  You may contact Dr. Freedman by phone or schedule an appointment.  The NIU Center for Access-ability Resources [CARR], located on the fourth floor of the University Health Services [753-1303], is the designated office on campus to provide services and accommodations for students with diagnosed disabilities.

Assignments

You are required to:

· Attend all class sessions, arrive on time to class, work efficiently and attentively in class, complete all readings, meet all deadlines, contribute to critiques and discussions using appropriate academic language, and effectively manage materials.
· Generate an artist workbook to develop a theme for artwork of portfolio quality, complete assigned exercises and include personal artistic and vocabulary development.
· Complete all in-class exercises, homework projects, and written critiques, including all assigned artwork and a medium demonstration presentation.

· Complete an art education entrance portfolio to specification, including 15 portfolio-quality pieces (at least 8 pieces must be drawings, including five life drawings).  Include a CD of these images in digital form.

· Demonstrate your proficiency in artistic research, problem solving, craftsmanship, professionalism, critique, and academic language through visual, verbal, and written evidence.

Specific assignments include the following:

1. Readings 

Follow the daily plan to read chapters in the textbook. Two quizzes will be given to examine your understanding of the textbook contents, especially art terminology. We will discuss readings and apply material to our critique and studio sessions.

2. Artist Workbook
Use a standard sized 9x12 bound sketchbook to include a series of assigned exercises reflecting coursework development.  This workbook will also be the place where you develop thematic work for studio production this semester.  Before researching and deciding upon your theme, the course will begin with an assigned theme applied to one piece that may be included in your portfolio if we conclude it meets portfolio standards.  Exercises and notes applied to this assignment will be reflected in the workbook.  Thereafter, categories of general themes will be introduced to you as guidance for a second piece that may also be included in your portfolio if outcomes meet portfolio standards. Concurrent to the second piece, you will begin developing your own theme in your workbook.  Your own theme will result in 5 pieces, which may also be included in portfolio if appropriate to the quality standards.  Your workbook should include notes, thumbnails, images that inspire, support, and enhance your theme development, and anything else that will support your theme.  Workbooks will be reviewed to help you further investigate your theme as well as generate discussion to consider areas you may personally need to develop to improve your work. Theme development will include your broad and deep research into topics, notes on ideas, process, and technique, and other information. The artist workbook will be part of your overall participation grade.

3. Art Technique Demonstrations

With a class peer, you will choose and demonstrate an art technique to the class in a 10-minute demonstration.  The technique you choose to demonstrate should be something you excel in that can be explained and demonstrated to others.  The purpose of this demonstration will be to practice your use of academic language in relationship to presenting and demonstrating visual information.  The demonstration will be part of your overall participation grade.  
4. Portfolio for Admission into Art and Design Education Program (Artwork and CD):
Complete the admission portfolio for submission and review before the end of the term. The expected number of works to be professionally presented and included in your portfolio is 15 (old and new pieces altogether) of your best conceptually strong, skillful, and compositionally powerful work.  Produce as many portfolio quality pieces as possible.  Work on old pieces or create new ones to achieve both quality and quantity. The quality of your pieces should exceed the average quality of freshman studio foundations (better than pieces displayed in the Foundations Showcases outside Rooms 212 and 213) and demonstrate a balanced proficiency in skill, craft, and concept. To avoid any conflict with other instructors/professors, DO NOT work on any pieces for the other studio course(s) you are currently enrolled in. We will review past and current work to discuss ways to improve work for inclusion and areas needing development for the creation of additional pieces in an assigned action plan.
5. Assigned Artworks: Seven (7) completed art works (not exercises), some of which will be selected to include in your portfolio.  These include the first assigned piece, the second general thematic piece, and 5 pieces related to your personal theme.  These graded works will combine to your overall artwork grade.
6. Use of Academic Language:  Quizzes and critiques

In order to practice your use of academic terminology we will review the vocabulary in the back of the Barrett book in relation to your own, your classmates, and professional artists’ works.  Part of this review will include two quizzes and critique exercises.  Your use of academic language will also be assessed in relationship to your art technique demonstration and overall classroom professional demeanor.

MATERIALS:
Students are required to pay a basic studio material fee. However, you must supply certain materials that are not provided for the course. These will include materials used for homework and any materials you would like to use that is not demonstrated in class.
Studio Supplies will be needed. Check your available studio supplies (tools and materials) and purchase additional ones depending on your direction for artistic inquiry and studio production. Since in-class studio activities will focus mainly on drawing and color, you should have various drawing and color media always available. 
Materials you will need to bring/purchase:

-Workbook: Hardcover, non-spiral bound 9x12 sketchbook


-9x12 watercolor block

-Watercolor tubes in a set (suggested brand: Windsor and Newton Cotman-10 or 12 tube set)

-Watercolor paintbrushes to include a small brush for details, and medium sizes for larger areas

-Portfolio for admission review:  Professional quality-standard large size should include zipper and hard edges so that edges of artwork are protected 

-CD for portfolio admission review

-1 inch spiral black binder for portfolio admission review

*Optional Material: Gouache paint-Must be Windsor and Newton brand

Materials provided for you:

Arches watercolor paper 
Ebony drawing pencils 



Gum eraser 




Utility knife





Paper towels





Water containers

Stretcher boards

Stretcher tape

Palette

Brushes



 

Sponges

Assorted color paper

Scrap watercolor paper

Newsprint

Black markers

Oil pastels
